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L E T T E R 

T O 

THOMAS WILLIAM COKE, Efq. 

Of HOLKHAM. 

Wherein a full ANSWER is given to his Advertifement 
publifhed in die Norfolk Chronicle and Norwich 
Mercury, May 2, 1778. 

By RICHARD GARDINER Efq. 

• Of Mount Amelia. 

Late Captain in the 16th Regiment of QUEEN's Light Dragoons* 

Sunt quibus in fatyra videar nimis acer, et ultra 
Legem^ tender e cpus * Hor. 

There are, I fcarce can think it, but am told, 
There are, to whom my fatire feems too bold : 
Scarce to " Sir Harbord" complaifant enough, 
And fomething faid of " Simkin ,, much too rough. 

Pope, 

S! quis 
Opprobrijs dtgnum latraverit, integer ipfej 
Solvent ur rifu tabula 9 tu mijfus abibis. HoR. 

In fuch a caufe the plaintiff would be hifs'd, 
My Lords the Judges laugh, and you're difarifs'd. 

Pope. 



LONDON: 

Printed and fold by M. Folingfby, Temple-Bar: M. Booth, Norwich; 
Eaton, Yarmouth ; Hollingwortb, Lynn, and by all the Bookfellers 
1 in Town and Country. 1778, 
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h E T T E R 

T O 

Thomas William Coke, Efq, 



SI R, 

MISREPRESENTATION of faas, as 
it is the moll mifchievous, fo it is 
the molt difgraccful, of all deviations from 
truth. The man, who tells a downright 
falfehood, hazards a lie boldly, and till he 
is dete&ed, triumphs in his audacity; but 
the man, who mifreprefents a fa&, by his 
falfe colouring Ihews he is confcious and 
afhamed of the meannefs of the lie he is 
telling, and by glofling it over, confeffedly 
tries jtjl he can tpfneak away frorji the ig* 
A. 2 npminy 
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nomioy of public and general convitUpn, 
However this, as in the cafe of the adver^ 
tifement under examination, rarely hap- 
pens : there is a force fo penetrating in 
the ray of truth, thatt -it /purees through ail 
•the miftnpf deltrfion, and cknMs of riiif- 
reprefentation that can be formed to ob- 
fcure and hide it* Truth is invincible, 
and is a brilliant that fhines invariably in 
genuine and ^unpolluted hiftre^ 

I am forry to fay it, Sir, but your ad- 
vertifement x>£ May 2, 1778, and fo often 
repeated afterwards, is full of this falfe 
colouring and mifreprefentation, from be^ 
ginning to end ; and in what an unfavor- 
able light mull it make you appear to the 
world, when I prove from yourfelf, be- 
yond the power of contradi&ion, thatyOu 
*wa§ confeious of the untruth of your af- 
fertiohs at the time you put your name to 
"this paper, -and kfiowingly fet your^ahd 
to & faffehood ? But, Sir, out of regard 
tt> your father's memory, I will be as 
tender tas lean, and fpare you as rftiich 
confufioii as poffible, confident with my 
Own vindication : Ihave alfo, Sir, a pity 
for your youth, which is vifibly led aftray 
by imp roper connexions. Your fi#ft"fiw£ 

verfes 
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verfes over the, quick-fands of life, have 
been, mofl certainly fleered by very trea- 
cherous, and unfkilful pilots ; and unlefs 
you put your veffel on another tack, and 
fhift your helmfman, depend upon ft you 
will bulge and be a-ground before you are 
aware of your danger. I wifh no ill-timed 
partiality, or fond opinion of your own 
difcernment, that perhaps has fatally gui- 
ded you in forming and implicitly adher- 
ing to the prefent band, or rather banditti ^ 
about you, may operate too ftrongjy'tt- 
gainft the force of any reprefentation to 
fave you, from the united efforts and fa- 
Jutary advice of men whofe friendfhip 
would do you honor: men of weight in 
the county., folidity and judgment : men 
of unembarr^ffed fortunes, and uniiri- i+ 
peached integrity ; whofe opinions carry 
convi&ion, and whofe years. command' au- 
thority .? fuch as thefe are to be found, 
Sir, and let me recommend to you to 
craake die fearch mlm^e, - * f " ; J r . 

But to come to your advertifemeht, the 
main obje6£ of this publication ; and which', 
if the known agent employ ed by you and 
Sir Harbord had not rnterppfed and inti- 
midated the^ printers of the Norwich Pai 

pers ; , 
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pers, would have been anfwered by an 
adyertifement likewife ; I fhould not 
otherwife have given myfelf the trouble 
of compofing, nor the public of reading, 
the following unintere fling pages. 

I published my letter to Sir Harbord 
Harbord on Saturday, March 21, 1778. 
The fafts contained in that letter are un- 
contro verted to this hour. I am told that 
you have occafionally admitted the truth 
of thofe within your knowledge and experi- 
ence ; at leafl common report fays fo : 
the fafts alluded to beyond your knowledge, 
the public is the judge of; and as no con- 
tradiftory anfwer has been given to them, 
it may not ' unfairly be concluded that 
they are true alfo. 

A fecond edition of my letter to Sir 
Harbord came out in ten days after the 
j6rft : this too remained uncontroverted ; 
but after a total, filenee from March to 
May, Mr. Coke furprifes the public 
with the following advertifement, which, 
to ufe a word he feems very fond of, he 
f thinks it incumbent upon him to lay 
f* before the public," which made its firfl: 
appearance in the Norwich papers of Sa? 
£ur4ay, May 2 ? 
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Norfolk Chronicle and Norwich Mercury, 
May 2, 1778. 

" To the PUBLIC. 

" HAVING waited toffee the utmoft 
€€ Efforts of Mr. Gardiner's Malice, and 
" Abilities for Abufe ; at length I think it 
" incumbent on me to afTure the Public, 
€€ that all his AJferiions of Sir Harbord 
" Harbord's having done him Diflervice 

" with me, are abfolutely false and 

" that all the Difcountenance I fhew'd 
" him during his Continuance in my Ser- 
" vice, and rtiy final Difmiffion of him 
€i from that Service, arofe entirely with- 
" out the Advice, Suggejlion, or even Know- 
" ledge of Sir Harbord Harbord, or any 
ss other of the Gentlemen to whom it is im- 

*\puted in his Pamphlet. That his Con- 

" duft whilft in my Service, being dif- 
" approved by me ; I therefore exercifed 
" that Right, which I apprehend every 
*' Gentleman has, and difmiffed him with 
" a Gratuity of Two Hundred Pounds— 
iQ which he has not taken the leaft Notice 
€C of in his Publication. The public Buf- 
" tie he made at Norwich in Relation to 

Sir Harbord Harbord, after the Affu- 

ranees 
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"ranees I had given, that Sir Harbord 
" Harbord had never done him any Dif* 
"fervice with me, I confldered as imply- 
" ing his Difbelief of my Aflltrances, and 
" confequently as fuch an affront to my- 
u felf, that I thought it neceffary to for- 
*' bid him my Houfe. Some Time after-' 
" wartls finding he did not think the Gra- 
€ > c tuity adequate to his Services, I pro- 
1 c pofed to refer the Point to Arbitration, 
u which he at firft refufed, though I am 

$c informed he has fince inclined to 

• € But as he has now by his Calumnies 
" and False hoods forfeited every Claim 
" to my Favor, I fhall leave him to try 
4f what the Law will further give him. 

THOMAS WILLIAM COKE/' 

Holkkant', April 26, 1778. 

It is to be remarked here that Mr. Gay 
went from a commiflion at Burnham to 
Holkham, on Friday, April 24, two days 
before the date of this advertifernent, pre- 
tending great and urgent bufinefs with 
Mr. Coke : probably a cabinet council 
\vas fummoned for the Saturday and Sun- 
day, to draw up and iffue out the above 
proclamation from the court at Holkham. 

This 
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This urgent bufinefs being thus happily 
finifhed, Mr. Privy-Councillor fet off with 
his pretious lading for the prefs at Nor- 
wich. Before I enter upon the particu- 
lars of this extraordinary publication I 
cannot avoid obferving that it Teems more 
calculated to exculpate Sir Harbord than 
to vindicate Mr. Coke: Mr. Cokft feems 
to labour that point ; whereas a vindicati- 
on of his own charafter feemed more im- 
mediately neccflary for his honor in an 
affair of honor as^ this is between gentle- 
man and gentleman : hence it is eafy to 
guefs from what manufa&ory this curi- 
ous compofition originated, and the more 
fo, as it is neither fenfe, grammar, nor 
Englifh ; and I defire to be under flood in 
every obfervation I make upon it, that I 
confider it not as drawn up by Mr, Coke, 
but perhaps* too hajlily figned by him. I 
confider it as the mini/lers fpeech and not 
the kings. 

I was extremely ill of the gout when this 
unexpe&ed Jeu d 9 Efprit of Mr. Coke's 
came out : I read it on the Sunday May 3. 
I had then the gout in both hands, both 
elbows, and both feet : was in great ex- 
tremity of pain, and little able to colleft 
B my 
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my thoughts together for an immediate 
anfwer which was Required, and which to 
be in time was of courfe to be fent off 
by the poft for Norwich the day follow- 
ing ; however whether owing to a juft in- 
dignation at fuch bafe and unworthy 
treatment ; a natural refentment againtt 
a bare-faced falfhood impofed upon the 
publick; or fpirits enflamed by ill ufagc 
thaj; rofe fuperior to the infirmities of ill- 
nefs; to whatever caufe it was owing I 
will not pretend to fay, but on the Mon- 
day May 4, I found my felf capable by 
the affiflance of a friend to tranfmit an 
anfwer to the prefs at Norwich. This 
frefli infult on the part of Mr. Coke, who 
has hitherto made no atonement for his 
paft injurious condu6t, had roufed me I 
confefs to fome degree of warmth, and 
which in a ftate of health might not have 
been fatisfied to have waited a week for 
redrefs from a news-paper. 

The anfwer Tent to Norwich, as dila- 
ted by me to my friend was to the fol- 
lowing purport. 



"To 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



" To the PUBLICK, 

" LABOURING under a very fevere #- 
" tack of the gout, I muft entreat the pub- 
" lie to fufpend their opinion of the ad ver- 
" tifement in laft Saturday's Norwich pa- 
" pers, fubferibed Thomas William Coke; 
" to which a full anfwer fhall be given, 
" as foon as I am in health. 

" I hereby call upon Mr. Thomas Wil- 
" liam Coke, to point out any one (ingle 
" calumny or falfhood in my letter to Sir 
" Harbord Harbord, throughout. 

" His declarations relative to Sir Har- 
" bord, are no more than Sir Harbord's 
'• own declarations in his letter to me ; 
" which were not the fubjeft of the con- 
" teft at the aflizes: — It was the other part 
-".of Sir Harbord's letter to me that called 
f * for an explanation from him, and for 
" which I called him out; and whether I 
" believed Mr. Coke or him, -in their af- 
" fertions, was out of the queftion. — I 
" wanted an explanation to a paffage in 
f( his letter to me, which I had a right to 
* f demand as a gentleman, .and Jiill have, 

8 a « The 
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" The 200I draft advanced by Mr. 
" Coke, and the 100L draft advanced by , 
" me, were not omitted in my letter to 
" Sir Harbord, but fuppreffed : They 
€€ were printed by themfelves in a poft- 
" fcript to the letter, but were not pub- 
tc lifhed, on account of the arbitration 
" propofed on the part of Mr. Coke. I 
" was not willing (unlefs obliged) to tell 
" the world, that Holkham houfe was 
" without the paltry fum of 100I. to pay 
" labourers, and to carry on Family Ex- 
" pences. — Mr. Coke has now obliged me 
" to do it. 

" As to forfeiting his favour, which he 
" feems to fet fo high a value upon, I de- 
tc fpife his favour. — The favour and 
" friendftiip of any perfon, in the line of 
" conduft purfued by Mr. Thomas Wil- 
" liam Coke, can do honour to no man* 
."•— I deman&jii/tice 9 and not favour. 

"CALUMNIES and FALSHOODS I 
*' deteft as much as Mr. Thomas Williarn 
" Coke, and I dare him to the proof: In 
" the mean time, and 'till my health re- 
" turns, I thus publicly deny the truth 

« of 
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" of the advertifeiiaent he has put his 
" name to, and hereby declare it to be 
" totally and fundamentally falfe. . 

RICHARD GARDINER." 
Mount Amelia, May ^th, 1778. 

" P. S. Mr. Coke for thz jirjl time men- 
* f tions his difapprobation of my conduft, 
" or did he mean to convey it in the fol- 
4t lowing exprellions in his letters to m? t 
*' cited in mine to Sir Harbord? 

" Oft. 6, 1776. I am afhamed to have 
*' taken no notice of your letters, where- 
" in you have given me a very good ac* 
" count of the farms you have feen f but 
*' the method you have taken and the 
*' plan you go upon pleafes me fo muck, 
t€ that your letters require no anfwer."— « 
" Page 7, letter to Sir Harbord. 

" Jan. 2, 1777. I received the favour 
u of your letter this morning — enclo'fed 

" was Mr. 's propofal, which gave me 

tQ great fatisfaElion. I (hall be at Hoik* 
«' ham at the audit, arid believe me f 
" Dear Sir, 
u Very fincerely your's, 

" THOMAS WILLIAM COKE. 
tf Page 8, letter to Sir Harbord, 
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" But how came Mr. Coke not to ex- 
" prefs his dif approbation of my condu6fc 
Ce in his letter of Auguft 6, 1777, * n 
" which he recalled, his appointment of au^ 
$€ ditor, and affigned no other reafon for 
€Q that proceeding but my quarrel with Sir 
" Harbord? This looks a little fufpicious 
€€ and as if this di (approbation was an 
"after-thought: perhaps jufl hatched: ,1 
" fear my little a earn- coloured magiftrate 
" is not yet recovered from the effe&s of 
" his Fakenham fever . 

" Mr. . Thomas William Coke feems 
" mightily pleafed with the word, fervice : 
* f He repeats it three times together; € Con- 
" tinuance in my fervice — Difmiflion from 
Cf that fervice — Conduft whilft in my fer* 
" vice'— What has the young gentleman 
f c got, or what has been put into his 
y head? I was never in any other fervice 
"but that of my KING aqd of my 
« COUNTRY: I would have Mr. Thor 
" pnas William Coke to know, that I 
r ' would not have ftaid two days, no not 
f * two" hours, in the houfe . at any time 
f * with him, had he attempted to treat me 
'I ^s afervant : I affifted hii?i ^s his friend 5 

- ^hi| 
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" his father's known friend; and as agen- 
" tleman who wifhed him well '. but as to 
" afervant to Mr. Thomas William Coke, 
" I fpurn at the btife idea ! 

" R. g: 9 

This general anfwer was fent by the 
poll on Monday, May 4th, to Norwich, 
to be inferted in the Norwich papers the 
Saturday following, May 9, on which 
day, inftead of feeing it in the papers, I 
received a letter informing me that the 
printers had been fo intimidated by the 
known agent of Sir Harbord and Mr. 
Coke with threats of profecution, that 
they dare not infert my anfwer in the 
Norwich papers: This furprized me 
much, and the more fo, as nothing could 
be more virulent or libellous, or more 
open to profecution than Mr. Coke's ad- 
vertifement againfl me ; and this virulent 
and libellous ad vertifement of Mr. Coke's, 
charging me with " calumnies, falftjoods, 
malice, &c. &c." was again repeated in 
the very papers into which they refufed 
to admit my anfwer. Finding therefore 
the avenues to the prefs at Norwich flop- 
ped, I was obliged to have recourfe to 

the 
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the meafure of an hand-bill, or to fubmit 
to the falfe affertions in Mr. Coke's ad- 
vertifement ; and to fufFer them to gain a 
degree of credit for w&nt of contradic- 
tion on my part: This no man of real 
honor and who puts a value upon his 
chara&er ever did or ever will fubmit to ; 
for whenever no anfwer is given to a 
publick accufation, the publick naturally 
concludes, it is, becaufe no anfwer can be 
be given. The fads alledged are true, 
and cannot be contradicted : and this ac- 
counts for the filence of Sir Harbord; 
for otherwife would he fit down content- 
ed and quiet, and not anfwer a letter par- 
ticularly dire&ed to him, which calls his 
honor, his friendship, nay his perfonal 
courage in queftion ? charges him direct- 
ly with communicating to a third perfon 
a hint, which amongft men of real honor 
is ever kept with inviolable fecrecy : with 
many other particulars which as Lord . 
Bacon fays, mult " come home to the 
bofom" of Sir Harbord? particulars, not 
to be frittered away as in a houfe he fre- 
quently vifits, or to be got rid of by call- 
ing for the book of numbers, and putting 
the previous queftion? Would Sir Harbord 
tamely bear all this, were he not con- 

fcious 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



tin 

fcious of the irrefiftable power of truth; 
and that he is brought to a teft which h6 
cannot anfwer? His pride would recoil 
could he but fay with the Poet, 

" Let the galled jade go winch; 
" My Withers are unwrung." — 

But here the grievance lies: confciencd 
flies in his face: he cannot deny the 
charge, and therefore declines the com- 
bat: for as Lord Mansfield obferves, 
"there is no making bricks withqut 
4C ftraw, there is no,, contradicting fads 
" that are true.'* 

The hand-bill Contained the chief of 
my anfwer fent to the Norwich papers, 
with the following introdu&ion : . 

€t Mount Amelia, May loth, 1778. 

"To -the PUBLICK. 

" WHEREAS an Advertifement figned 
" THOMAS WILLIAM COKE, appear- 
" ed in the Norwich Papera of Saturday, 
" May 2d. And whereas an Arjfwef, 
" coatradi&ihg the fame, was fent on 
4t Monday, May 4th, to the Norwich Pa- 
" pers, againft the Saturday following, 
C "May 
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" May 9th, and was refufed Admittance, 
" the Printers being * threatened with 

14 Profeeution 

* The printers thought proper to Contradict this iri general 
Terms on Saturday, May 23 ; but Mr. Crou/e being particularly 
applied to* by Major Gardiner by letter, on the Saturday after, 
May 30, publifhed the following advert ifement in the Norfolk 
Chronicle : 

(COPY) 

To the P U B L I C. 

HAVING received the following letter from Richard Gardi- 
ner, Efq. viz. 

" Mount Amelia, May 26, 1778. 

" S I R, 

t( Did you, or did you not, refufe to infert my Anfwer to 
" Mr. Coke's Advertifement in the Norfolk Chronicle ? 

" Did you, or did you not, declare to the Perfon who brought 
" you my Anfwer, that your refufal to infert it in your Paper 
" was owing to a Converfation that palled between you and Mr. 
" Alderman Gay, wherein the- Name of Sir Harbord Harbord 
<* was mentioned, as you underftood from that Converfation that 
u a Profeeution was intended againft you and Mr. Chafe? 

" I hereby call upon you/ Mr. Croufe, for an Anfwer to the 
*' above Queries in your next Saturday's Paper, as you value 
** your Character of an honeft Man, and an impartial Printer 
" for the Public-" 

To the above Queries, being thus called upon, I am obliged 
to anfwer in the Affirmative, and that my Advertifement in the 
Norfolk Chronicle of laft Saturday, refpe&ed Mr. Coke alone. 

At 
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." Profecution by the known Agent of Sir 
" Harbord Harbord and Mr. Coke : Ma- 
" jor Gardjner finds himfelf obliged to 
" publifh his Anfwer in a Haiid-Bill. 

" The Major fubmits to the Impartiali- 
" ty of the Gentlemen of Norfolk, whe- 
" ther anv Thing can more ftrongly mark 
« the Badnefs of a Caufe, than to appeal 
i'to the Public by Advertifement in a 
" News-Paper, and then to fhut the Prefs 
" againft an Anfwer? 

" This is the firft Inftance ever known 
" in Norfolk of an Attempt to flop the 
" LIBERTY of the PRESS; and it is to 
" be hoped the Freeholders of the Coun- 
« ty, and the Citizens of Norwich will 

" remember 

At the fame Time I take this Opportunity of declaring, that 
although I (hall at all Times endeavour from Principle to avoid 
inferting any Paragraph which {hall give Individuals Caufe of 
Complaint againft me as a Printer, and from Intereft be cautious 
of publilhing any Thing offenfive to Law and good Government, 
yet (hall ever pay a ftrift Attention to Impartiality upon any 
Subject of private Difpute or Controverfy, and to that LIBERTY 
pf the PRESS which fupports, and is fupporteS by the Conftitu- 
tjpn of this Country. 

JOHN CROUSE, 
fforwicl), May 28, 1778. 
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*' remember it at the next general Elee-* 
"tion." ' 

Thefe circumftances I thought proper 
to recapitulate, and to premife, before I 
entered upon a particular anfwer to the 
fevcral invidious and falfe ^flertions conv 
tained in Mr. Coke's advertifement: I 
Ihall now proceed to analyfe the adver? 
tifement. ' 

" Having waited to fee the utmoji ef? 
*' forts of Mr. Gardiner's malice and abi? 
" lities for abufe :" With what propriety 
or truth can Mr. Coke fay this, when Mr. 
Gardiner had fcarcely yet began with 
him? In his letter to Sir Harbord is there 
one malicious paflage that applies to Mr. 
Coke? His name is never mentioned but 
where the thread of the narrative, or the 
courfe of the argument required it: If 
Mr. Coke's own letters, or Mr. Gardiner's 
anfwers to them, on his pwn proceedings! 
and conduft towards the Major, as faith- 
fully delineated in the letter to Sir Har T 
bord, conveyed any indireft cenfure or 
refleftion upon Mr. Coke, he is to thank 
himfelf for it ; Mr. Gardiner is not to , 

blame; 
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bl&rne : 'tis Mr. Coke that makeg the fa- 
tire, and if he takes fhame to himfelf, as 
many people feem to think he ought, 
Major Gardiner has no concern in it: his 
letter to Sir Harbord was entirely meant 
as a vindication of his own conduft after 
the very grofs, wanton, and unprecedent- 
ed affront of being forbid the houfe at 
Holkham, which called aloud for public 
explanation, and iiot as any deliberate in- 
veftive ag^infl Mr. Coke : I call it wan- 
ton, becaufe I had every where and in 
all companies declared both at and after 
the aflizes, that I would never go there 
again ; and Mr, Coke might havfe content- 
ed himfelf in ordering his fervants not to 
admit me had I attempted it; which order 
I fince underftand he had given to them ; 
but as I afforded him no opportunity to 
affront me that way, by having no inten- 
tion or inclination to make him any more 
vifits, either in his private hours of con- 
templation, or at his publick levees of 
oftentation in the drawing-room, he then 
determined to affront me by letter. Now 
where is the charge of malice to be fixed? 
on me, or on Mr. Coke ? Could any Thing 
breath a greater fpirit of malice, rancour, 
pr vsooiii, than this uncommonly violent 

procedure 
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procedure of Mr. Coke's? To forbid a 
man his houfe by letter, becaufe he would 
not give his fervants an opportunity to 
refufe him at the door? Mr. Coke, after 
your, behaviour to me, you mull never 
complain of malice : If I have thofe abili- 
ties for abufe which you compliment me 
with the poffeflion of, I have full fcope 
to indulge, them in when I refleft minute- 
ly on every part of you inconfiftent con- 
duct, your unfriendly, and unprovoked 
ill treatment to a man, whofe only fault 
was having your intereft too much at 
heart; and who wifhed to fee you profit 
from that experience of life which he 
had, and you feemed fo much to want : 
who was always ready to retire from his 
department of auditor whenever you 
wifhed it; but in a manner honourable to 
yourfelf and him; and whofe only re- 
queft, and only favor he afked from you, 
was, that " you would leave him where 
>' you found him."* Tis true I was far 
from being infenfible of the great and ir- 
retrievable injury you had done me by 
appointing me to be auditor of your 

of 

JP fetter to Sir Harbord Harbord, page $$, j6, 57, 
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your eilates, and retracing from it fo 
foon afterwards without any reafon given : 
by taking me into your confidence, mak- 
ing the firft overtures thereto yourfelf, * 
and fo foon withdrawing it and placing it 
on unworthy obje&s: I was fenfible of 
this injury and fenfibly hurt, it being a 
thing unheard of; for after fuch an ap- 
pointment, and fuch overtures of confi- 
dence and friendfhip, you ought not to 
have liftened to any man who attempted 
to inftill into you prejudices againft me, 
and infinuations to my difadvantage; but 
to have perfevered in your appointment, 
and to have formed your own opinion of 
my conduft in it from my a&ions and 
manner of executing the trufl: you had 
repofed in me, after the experience of a 
few years: otherwife you was condemn- 
ing me without an opportunity of trial, 
and bringing a refle&ion upon yourfelf 
by receding from a folemn aft and deed 
under your hand and feal, and undoing 
one month what you had done in ano- 
ther. You could not but be fenfible how 

you 

* " Hope if any Thing fhould rife at any Time in-Norfolk, 
" you will be fo kind as to inform me." — Mr. Coke's letter, 
" May 29, 1776 ; letter to Sir H. page 14. 
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you muft hurt me in the eye of the 
World by this irrefolute condu&, and 
how you muft expofe me to the infult of 
all your tenants: and had I deferved this 
from you, Mr. Coke, in any fhape ? You 
cannot fay, I had : The fame as to your 
confidence and frlendflbip : You received 
me into your confidence as your father's 
known friend : He had tried me for 
years, and confulted me on all occafions 
whfcre his intereft was concerned: I ne- 
ver deceived him, but always gave him 
a true reprefentation of men and things: 
He found I did, and therefore continued 
his friendfhip to me to his dying day ; 
Had you given me a trial, you would 
have found the fame; and let me tell 
you, Sir, it was po difadvantageous ac- 
quifition to you, totally unexperienced 
as you were in the county, that there was 
a friend of your fathers ftill living, who 
knew his fentiments of moft of the gen- 
tlemen in the county, thofe whom he 
,confidered as his particular friends and 
the moft attached to his perfonal intereft: 
and alfo a friend of your fathers, who 
had lived up and been co-temporary with 
moft of the prefent gentlemen, and who 
was fto ftranger to their real chara&ers 

and 
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and their refpecHve weight and influence 
in the county : but this fervice, perhaps 
ip the opinion of many not an unimpor- 
tant one, you never gave me an opportun- 
ity of rendering to you, (with many 
others which might have been exceeding, 
ly ufeful) but almoft immediately after 
your declared overtures of friendship to 
me, unaccountably and to the furprife 
and concern of every body, threw your- 
felf into the arms of Shylocks, and other 
unpopular and obnoxious individuals, 
who think of nothing fo much as ferving 
their own intereft, and nothing fo little 
as ferving of your's. This is feen by all 
the world at prefent, and fpoke of in 
every company ; and in the procefs of a 
few years will be a truth that will make 
its way to your knowledge. 

But to return to the advertifement: It 
has been already remarked, that it tends 
to the juftification of Sir Harbord more 
than Mr. Coke, and therefore it may ea- 
fily be con]e6lured by what hands it was 
fabricated. 

D "I think 
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" I think it incumbent on me to allure 
" the public, that all his affertions of 
" Sir Harbord Harbord's having done 
" him differvice with me are abfolute- 
" ly falfe." My charge and accufation 
againft Sir Harbord refts folely on his 
own letter to me : the publick are now in 
poffeffion of it, and will form their opi- 
nion of Sir Harbord's conducl totally in- 
dependent of any affertions either of mine 
or Mr. Coke's. — If Sir Harbord and Mr. 
Coke, for argument fake, fhould agree to 
join in affirming the fame thing, who is 
to contradict them? But the impartial and 
penetrating publick will look to faffs and 
not to declarations, to prior and to fubfe- 
quent fa&s : I fhould have acquitted Sir 
Harbord, without Mr. Coke's interpofi- 
tion, upon his own declaration in his letter 
to me, had he finiftied with it: 'twas his 
unfortunate * B U T, and the paffage that 
followed it, that opened my eyes and cal- 
led for the refentment I expreffed at the 
affizes : Mr. Coke knows this very well, 
notwithftanding his affertion in this ad- 
vertifement; and this is one of the paf- 

fages 

* " BUT, &c." page 30, letter to Sir Hsrbord. 
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fages I alluded to when I faid that Mr. 
Coke was confcious of the untruth of 
what he was fetting his hand to. He 
knows, nay indeed it is told him in my 
letter to Sir Harbord, that I called upon 
Sir Harbord for an explanation to that 
paffage, and not for his having faid any 
thing that might have been to my differ- 
vice with Mr. Coke. I wanted to know of 
him who the gentlemen were, whom he 
mentions in his letter though not by 
name, who had taken unwarrantable li- 
berties with Mr. Coke's charafter and 
mine : there was the whole hiftory of the 
intended altercation between Sir Harbord 
and me, and Mr. Coke knew this very 
well to be a fa£t, when he figned his ad- 
vertifement, 

Mr. Coke having thus laboured to ac- 
quit Sir Harbord, which takes up half 
the advertifement, proceeds as follows: 

" That his conduft whilft in my fervice 
" being dif approved by me;" This I deny 
flatly, and Mr. Coke knows it is not true: 
he never hinted the lead difapprobation 
on any occafion whatever ; on the contra- 

D 2 r y 
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iy fpoke greatly to my advantage, and of 
the fer vices I had done him: indeed he 
could do no otherwife, for I never did 
any thing without his knowledge.* What 
J complained of and took ill of him; was 
an apparent coolnefs and fh)£nefs, that { 
thought rather particular to a man he had 
adopted as his particular friend ; but that 
did not affeft me at times, as I obferved 
he was a man of that caft and turn of 
mind, and was often as unaccountably on 
the referve to others. 

His 



* When it was objected to Mr. Coke by fome (perhaps 
interefted) people to my prejudice that " I did not under- 
" ftand land,". he replied, " If Major Gardiner does not 
" undcrftand land himfclf, he knows where to get inform^ 
" tion from thofe who do." 

By tite bye this boaftedScnowledge of land is not fo very 
myfterious : it is a knowledge- eafily attained by any gentle- 
man who will attend to it : Who knew it better than the 
late Charles Morley^ Efq. of Bafham ? whereas many pro- 
f e Jf e ^ land-ftewards, who during their lives, were held in 
much repute (merely from report and prejudice) for their . 
knowledge in land, and advice in landed property, upon 
their deceafe and examination into their books and method 
of conducting eftates, were found to have known nothing 
at all of the matter : and I believe it would not be difficult 
to point out an old woman or two of the kind, now living* 
in this county. 
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His letters referred to before plainly 
prove that fo far from his being difFatisfi- 
cd with my conduft that he highly ap- 
proved it. As to the word fervice, it w?s 
unbecoming a gentleman to make ufe of 
it, b\it I wonder at nothing when I confi- 
der the capacity and vulgar, low-lived 
fentiments of his privy-councillors, Shy- 
lock the Jew, ^rtd Legacy the Excifeman. 

" I therefore exercifed that right which 
" I apprehend every gentleman has, and 
" difmiffed him with a gratuity of two hurt- 
" dred pounds" This I do alfo mpft flatly 
deny, and Mr. Coke knows it is not true. 
This is. another of thofe paflages of the 
falfhopd of which i have faid he wa? 
confcioqs when he put his name to the 
advertifement, and I will prove it from 
himfelf as before afTerted. 

, He gave pie £ draft for 200I. wjiich I 
did not fee or know the contents of, or 
the ufe for which it was defigned, in a 
dark paifage in the houfe on June 24th, 
and I accordingly placed it to account. 
I attended the audit July 8 and 9, was 
three days at Holkham and he never faid 

a word 
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a word about any difmiffion or intended 
difmiffion, or afked for my account for 
bufinefs done, or expences in viewing 
and looking over the farms, &c. &c. or 
in fhort faid any thing about it : and his 
letter of Auguft 6th, after my affair with 
his friend Sir Harbord, exprefsly " de- 
" mands back his appointment of auditor 
" general :" of courfe it is plain beyond 
the pow^r of coptradi&ion, that he con- 
fidered rt\e himfelf as auditor of his 
eftates to that day, Auguft 6; and of 
courfe that I was not difmijfed (to # make 
ufe of his genteel expreffion) on June 24, 
when he gave the draft, nor till that 
identical Day, Auguft 6. Now this is 
proved to be a fafct from himfelf and the 
words of his own letter : I am only ama- 
zed how Mr. Coke, confcious of thefe 
truths, could be prevailed upon to fet 
his name to fuch a colle&ion of falfhoods 
as are crowded together in. this extraordi- 
nary advertisement, and feem to jofllc 
one another for want of room, 

I come now to the word gratuity, which 
from the general conftruftion I find that 
is put upon it, I muft take the liberty to 
explain a little : It might, not improbably, 

be 
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be inferted on purpofe to miflead : It is 
not unlike the quirks of Shylock and the 
Excifeman, who never flick at a little pre- 
varication if it will ferve the purpofe. 

It is generally underftood I find, by 
the word gratuity, that Mr, Coke had 
called for my account, had difcharged it, 
and all contingent expences, and after a 
genteel apology for his not continuing 
me any longer in the department of audi- 
tor to his eftates, had made me a prefent 
of a draft of 200L This ftory is fo much 
propagated and fo currently believed, 
that I know I fhall furprize the world, 
when I tell them that there is not a fingle 
word of truth in this whole ftory; and 
that I never received one fhilling from 
Mr. Coke at any time whatever in money 
or bill, the 200I. draft excepted, which 
is explained above. 

Mr, Coke, who feems never to lofe 
fight of Sir Harbord, and whofe amiable 
difpofition feems to have engroflfed his 
attention entirely, and to have fwallowed 
up all his ideas, now tries back, (you are 
afoxhunter, Mr. Coke ;) and reverts again 

to Sir Harbord, 

< ; The 
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" The publick buftle he made at Nor- 
*' wich in relation to Sir Harbord Har- 
" bord, after the affurances I had given 
" that Sir Harbord Harbord had never 
" done him any differ vice with me, I 
fc confidered as implying his difbelief 
€t of my affurances:" How can you ven- 
ture to affert thi£, Mr. Coke, when t 
told you at the time you was giving thofe 
affurances, " that it was Sir Harbord's 
€€ letter' 9 1 referred to : you know and are 
confcious I told you fo at the time at 
Holkham, and never took your affurances 
at all into confideration, it being a differ- 
ent fubjefl: I was going upon with Sir 
Harbord as explained before. 

" The publick buftle I made at Nor- 
€t wich." Do you really affert this, as a 
fa6t, Mr. Coke? Did I make any buftle 
or make that buftle publick, or Sir Har- 
bord think you? Now, Sir, I afk you 
that queftion as a man of honor? It is 
well known I privately called 4 Sir Har- 
bord out: it is well known he told it to 
another : and it is as well known that you 
• and Mr. Durrant, from the information 
given by Sir Harbord to his friend, fol- 
lowed 
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lowed me into private company long aftet 4 
I had left the affembly to require fecurity 
of the peace. Now pray, Sir, who made 
all this buftle, but Sir Harbord, you, and 
Mr. Durrant? Nobody knew any thing 
of the matter from me: Let thofe who 
made the buftle anfwer for it and Hand 
charged with it : 

" Shake not your goary G-nt-n locks 
" at me, 
" You cannot fay I did it." — 

This public buftle " I confidered as im* 
" plying his di {belief of my affurances, and 
" eonfequently as fuch an affront to my- 
" fclf that I thought it neceffary to forbid 
" him my houfe." Did you really, Sir? 
Why it was a heinous provocation I muft 
confefs, had it been true : but unfortu- 
nately, as appears above, it was not the cafe. 
Now I fhould rather have enquired once 
more into that particular, had I been you, 
before I would have patted fo grofs an af- 
front upon any body, but efpecially up- 
on a perfon you had profeflfed fo high an 
opinion of and fo great a regard for. Let 
me tell you freely, Mr. Coke, this affair 
has done you no. honor ; and I think I do 
not fay too much, w T hen I affert that in 
E the 
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the eye' of the publick it has refle&ed 
more difgtace upon you than me, and 
which your friend Sir Harbord with all 
his amazing popularity will not be able to 
wipe off. Is Sir Harbord's garment too 
facred to be touched, even the herxi of it, 
without incurring your auguft difplea- 
fure? or. will you ridiculoufly forbid 
yourbeft friends the houfe, as you have 
done me, becaufe they will not believe 
your ajfurances of Sir Harbord, or fwal- 
low all the high-flown conceits you may 
entertain of his amiable qualities, his 
friendfhip, his worth, his ceconomy, and 
his underllanding ? If you mean to do, 
this, you may as well fli ut up your doors 
at once, for upon thofe terms depend up- 
on it there will be little craving for ad- 
mittance at Holkham. 

But for argument fake, fuppofe I had 
disbelieved your affurances and in confe- 
quence had called Sir Harbord to ac- 
count ? Was that offence fo very great as 
to induce a man of fenfe to quarrel with 
his friend, and to carry it ta fuch uncom- 
mon lengths as to forbid him his houfe? 
You might wfth propriety have " expof- 

'.'tulated 
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f *' tulated witlj me on fuch an ocdafiQii : 
f You might have told me, that you took 
" it ill, arid that you could not avoid re- 
' f fenting it, as my conduft to Sir Har- 
" bord wore the appearance of an indi- 
" reft affront to you ; and an impeachment 
*' of your veracity;" but further than this 
you was not warranted to go without an 
abfolute violation of that friendlhip you 
.avowed for me, and without an open 
breach of good mariners, good breeding, 
and the common addrefs and behaviour 
between one gentleman and another ; all 
which were facrificed to this outrageous 
and precipitate attack upon me, (with- 
out any conference on the fubjeft) that in 
the end recoiled back upon yourfelf a- 
lone, and only expofed you to a bufy, 
talking world, that failed not to make 
very free remarks, and to form 4C very 
" fevere and unfair" conclufions, as Sir 
Harbord fays, upon your turn of mind 
and chara&er; and alfo to open their 
eyes as to the' reprefentative they had fa 
lately chofen for the county of Norfolk, 

f ' Some time afterwards finding he did 

" not think the gratuity adequate to his 

" fervices, I propofed to refer the point 

E ? " to 

Digitized by CjOQQIC 



[ 3^ 3 
" to arbitration, which he at firft refufed, 
" though I am informed he has jince in- 
" dined to." — I refufed the arbitration 
chiefly becaufe it was propofed by Mr. 
Gay : Mr. Coke, though he talks of dif- 
miflion, had never all this time afk^4 me 
for my account, not even after he had 
recalled his appointment on Auguft 6, 
and he left the country without doing it. 
In November I fent up a general account 
to him, which reduced into particulars* 
would have amounted to a much more 
confiderable fum than was demanded: 
Mr. Coke never returns me any anfwer, 
or makes any obje&ions, and finding my- 
felf not likely to hear any things of my 
account, I drew upon him at the audit 
for the balance : this produced the pro- 
pofal of the arbitration, and the anfwer 
to Mr. Gay [endofed to Mr. Coke) was £s 
follows ; 

$s Mount Amelia, Jan. 22, 1778I 

/'SIR, 

" In anfwer to yours from Holkham 
€c this morning, I have to obferve to you, 
ff that I never underftood that the fum 

€C prefented 
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' prefentcd by Mr. Coke in a draft, 
' which I did not fee the contents of at 
c the time, was intended as an equivalent 
' for tte fervices I had done, and was 
'doing for him; I had advanced at 
' Holkham upon an emergency, in the 
' abfence of Mr. Coke, and in quality of 
e his auditor, 100I. for his ufe at one 
'time; and I thought this 200I. draft, 
c when I came to look at it, which could 
' never be fuppofed to be an equivalent 
'for my fervices, and contingent expences f 
' for a twelve-month, was advanced by Mr. 
6 Coke, to carry on the plan I was put- 
c ting into execution for. the improve- 
' ment of his eftate ; and I according- 
' ly placed it to account. It has- been al- 
' lowed by every gentleman I have con- 
' verfed with, to be no equivalent, and 
' Mr. Coke ought to have been more ex- 
' plicit when he advanced the 200I. and 
' then he would have had my anfwer 
c immediately. I wrote to him on my 
c return home from Holkham, but could 
'. not obtain any explanation from him. 



'•' I have not made my prafent demand 
" without having the befl: advice; and 

" wheq 
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" when Mr. Coke difcharges it, it is the 
" opinion of all my friends/ and many of 
f€ his, that it is far, very far, from being 
" any recompence for the ill ufage I have 
" received after the fervices I have done. - 



" I have been the perfon to open his 
'eyes, in regard to .the value, and im- 
' provement of his eftate, for others to 
' reap the benefit of: You yourself ac- 
Q knowledged to me your own inability 
€ to do it; and I will venture to fay, that 
e others now employed are not equal to 
c it ; had they had Mr. Coke's intereft at 
6 heart as fincerely as I had, both out of 
' real regard to himfelf, and friendfhip to 
Q his deceafed father, they had never pro- 
' ceeded as they have done : I fludied 

Mr. Coke's happinefs; it was upper- 
' moft in my thoughts ; and had my plan 
€ been carried into execution in the man- 
' ner I had begun, and which would 
' have been compleated in three years, I 
6 have not the leaft doubt but that he 
' would have been extremely pleafed, 
' and thought he could not have reward - 
' ed me too much; he himfelf would 
f hav? been amply repaid for any ac- 

" kr}owledgmen£ 
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" knowledgment he had made to me, and 
" kept a true friend into the bargain. 

" You may pleafe to prefent my com- 
" pliments to Mr* Coke, and to tell him, 
" that had I not thought I fhould have 
" continued his auditoryi?r life, or at leaft 
" for fome time, I never would, on any 
" confideration, have engaged in fo ar- 
" duous an undertakings and which re- 
ts quired fuch afliduity, application, and 
" conftant attention to carry it through to 
" his advantage/' 

"I am, SIR, 
" Your humble Servant, 

" RICHARD GARDINER.* 

I in the fame lettef ^ declined the arbi- 
tration. 

Now the beft and faireft way of form- 
ing an opinion of Mr. Coke's gratuity to 
Major Gardiner, is by contrafting his be- 
haviour to the Major with that of another 
in (iipilar circumftances. 

Mr. A. Y. a gentleman educated as a 
merchant at Lynn, but who had turned 

his 
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his thoughts like Major Gardiner to mak- 
ing obfervations nipoh eftates in Noriblk, 
has lately beejp employed by Lord K. to 
itaprove and conduct the management of 
his eftates in Ireland. Lord £. allows 
him a THOUSAND POUNDS for the Jtrjl 
yeai*, and FIVE HUNDRED for every 
year he choofes to continue to a6l for his 
Lordfhip afterwards; alfo'the ufual dou- 
ceurs attending on fuch an employ, and 
permiflion " to purchafe a cottage and a 
"few acres of land" occafionally ; and 
now and then, but fparingly, to cut up a 
goofe with golden eggs. 

Major Gardiner has been employed in 
like manner by Mr. Coke, to, audit and 
improve his eftate -in Norfolk ; an eftate 
much fuperior in value and extent to that 
of Lord K. in Ireland. Major Gardiner 
a&s in that capacity for a year; forms 
plans to gain Mr. Coke a compleat know- 
ledge of the value of his eftate; looks 
over the feveral farms; makes calcula- 
tions ; prepares proper books at a great 
expence for auditing the eftate ; prints a 
great number of receipts and forms for 
paffing the tenants bills ; takes fevere 

journies 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



[41] 
journies during the winter months to look 
over and view the feveral farms and 
buildings ; remarks the improvements that 
may be made; the condition the farms 
are in; how miferably underlett; how 
the buildings are let down ; difcovers the 
tenures upon article ; particularly at Dun- 
ton, where neither Mr. Coke or hardly 
any body elfc knew, that valuable farm was 
held by an article only, and not upon a 
leafc, and that article not figned by Lady 
Leicefter; a farm of upwards of 1700 
acres of land, worth 12 and 15s. per acre, 
and let at 680L a year for 21 years: is 
taken up conftantly without interim flion 
either in viewing farms abroad, or enter- 
ing his obfervations arid valuations at 
home in his books ; entertains tenants that 
come upon bufinefs to make propofals or 
applications ; advances money for the ufe 
of the houfe at Holkham; his fervants 
and horfes ever engaged on Mr. Coke's 
bufinefs ; his houfe always^ open to all 
perfons on any affairs belonging to the 
eftate; attends meetings at a diftance; 
and in fhort gives up his whole time for 
twelve months to ferve Mr. Coke in his 
eftates : In return for which, after an a- 

F bfindance 
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bundance of ill ufage, in downright con- 
tradiction to the ftrongcft profeffions of 
friendlhip voluntary and unfolicited, Mr. 
Coke one day flops the Major in a paflage, 
puts a draft of 200L into his hand, fay- 
ing,. " that he- imagined the Major muft 
" have been at great expences on his ac- 
" courit," (which was true enough) and 
without faying any thing more, but re- 
peating his dire&ions to appoint a meet- 
ing at Norwich in the affizc week relative 
to the proprietors of Bintry,* leaves the 
Major in the dark paffage, not knowing 
what the amount of the draft was, nor 
the occafion of it's being given, literally 
leaving him in the dark altogether. This 
paffed June 24, 1777. On February i6 r 
1778, Mr. Gay for the firft time explains, 
the intention of Mr. Coke to have been,, 
"a liberal reward for the Major s fer- 
vices," or to make ufe of Mr. Coke's 
more polite cxpreffions, as copied by. 
Gay to the Major, " that his intention 
" was to pay the Major liberally, and that 
" he thought he had done fo, when he 
" made him a prefent of two hundred 
€t pounds." Here's liberality indeed with 

a vengeance ! 

.* See Major Gardiner's letter to Sir Karbord, page 54. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



r 43 r 

a vengeance! Mr. Coke liberally prefents 
to his friend Major Gardiner two hun- 
dred pounds, for what Lord K. allows a 
thou/and to Mr. A. Y. ajlranger: and 
Mr. Y's allowance is net falary, clear of 
all expences, while Mr. Coke's " very l(- 
" beral' donation. to the Major does not 
defray his expences. 

I muft remark here that Major Gardi- 
ner had juft left Mr. Coke (June 24th) in 
company with Mr. Chad, when he in a 
few miniites after followed him and over- 
took him in the paffage with the draft of 
the 200I. which I have been fpeaking of.. 

As to the arbitration whfch Mr/ Coke 
fays, " I have fince inclined to" I can on- 
ly fay, that at the recommendation of 
one of the firft men in this county I ac- 
cepted it about the time of Lynn mart, 
and offered to leave it entirely to the gen- 
tleman named by Mr Coke as his arbitra- 
tor, and without naming any one on my 
part: but he declining to at! alone, after 
a .number of letters on one ifide and the 
other, conferences by intermediate friends 
with Mr. Coke availing nothing, the af- 
fair of arbitration dropped. Mr. .Coke 
F 2 feems 
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feems by his advertifement to look upon 
his propofal of arbitration as a. favor, " as 
" he has forfeited every claim to my fa- 
" vor, I fhall leave him to try what the 
" law will further give him." I certainly 
did not confider it as a favor, becaufe I 
refufed it: Who would leave to arbitra- 
tion an account to which no objection 
had been made? I claim the balance due 
to me as my undoubted right, notwith- 
ftanding the terrors of the law held out 
to me by Mr. Coke: I claim it as. my 
right and I claim it as a gentleman. 'Tis 
true the law, which Mr. Coke threatens 
me with, is a bug-tear; and I wifli he does 
not find it fo himfelf. He feems to be 
mightily attached* to the gentlemen of the 
Jaw at prefent: they are agreeable com- 
pany without doubt, but no affront to 
that refpe&able body, they are in fome 
degree expenfive company: not perhaps 
upon a par with pantheon-builders, or 
pinery-contra&ors, or plate-hammerers ; 
but parchment, and wax, and tape, dp 
fometimes " frighten" a great eftate, a$ 
Shakefpeare fays, " from its- propriety. " 

As to the laft article of Mr. Coke's ad- 
vertifement, charging me with " calum- 

" nies 
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'" nies and falfhoods," that being unfup- 
ported with any one proof, muft fall to 
the ground of courfe. General charges, 
un'authenticated by fa&s, avail nothing in 
argument, and are never regarded. 

- I- have now only one thing more- to 
mention, and which, to ufe Mr. Coke's 
own words, " he has not taken the leaft 
" notice of in his advertifemcnt :" I mean 
the hundred pounds I advanced for his 
ufc ; the particulars. of which are as fol- 
lows : One morning calling at the houfe, 
the fteward told me he did not know 
what to do for money; Mr. Coke abfent; 
no money to be got at the compting- 
houfe, Sec. &c. I told him till Mr. Coke 
could be acquainted with it, I, would as 
his auditor give him drafts for 100L which 
I accordingly did, in four drafts for 25I. 
each. This paffed October 29, 177S; 
next day, on the 30th, I acquainted Mr. 
Coke with it by letter to London. Mr. 
Coke came down to Holkham in Novem- 
ber, and told me, he was much obliged 
to me for the 100L I had advanced in his 
abfence, and he would give me a draft 
for it in return before he werjt away : this 

' in 
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in his hurry, or probably it might flip his 
memory, he omitted to do ; and I heard 
no. more of it till the audit in January; 
however as we were apparently then up- 
on the bell terms, I thought nothing a- 
bout it. 

Happy had it been perhaps for both of 
us, Mr. Coke, that we had continued on 
thofe terms. You talk of your favor that 
I have forfeited; be not furprized or an- 
gry, Sir, when I tell you, that it never 
could have been in your power to have 
been that friend to me that I could have 
been to you. Though I fuffer a great 
deal, you will fuffer more in this prepos- 
terous quarrel : I could have given you 
intelligence that you cannot come at 
without me. Your carpenter is defpifed 
and laughed at by the GREAT CORMO- 
RANT that has devoured your eftate. 
He is much too fhrewd and cunning in- 
deed for all your "prefent co-adjutors. 
They are not a match for him. He knows 
and plays upon the fhallownefs of their 
capacity from your primum mobile at Lon- 
don, to your block-fplitter and bark-feller 
in the country : the latter he holds cheap 
jndeecj. He knows he is Derbyjhire] and 

a ftrangev 
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a ftranger to the tranfa&ions of this coun- 
ty for 20 or 30 years back ; but he knows 
tlfo that this is not the cafe with me : I 
have been upon the fpot during moll of 
that period, and at no great diftance from 
the fcene of a&ion at ****** *-HalI, 
and alfo not a little verfed in the hiftory 
of the times. Old jEthiops is not equal 
to combat this dragon. He indeed has 
done Sir Harbord's mauritanian work to-, 
lerably well thefe twenty years, and he 
is now beginning to do your s ; but take 
him from mole-digging to works of pene- 
tration and judgment, and he difplays the 
figure of an owl in the fun. Thefe obfer- 
vations, Sir, I recommend to you to trea- 
fure up in your memory: believe me 
you will find them true hereafter. 

Having now analyfed this extraordina- 
ry advertifement, which I by no means 
impute to you, Mr. Coke, for you could 
never have put together a piece of writ- 
ing fo reprehenfible in every part; and 
having given a detail of fa&s as thev 
really palled, I fhall fubmit to the world 
and to your own breaft to make the ap- 
plication : I now take my leave of you, 

Sir, 
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Suy. and notwithftanding 'all hoftilities 
that have been carried on between us,i 
and which you have drawn upon your-; 
felf either with or without the advice of 
others, I (hail conclude this letter with 3 
(incere wifh- that you may never feel 
that anxiety, which you have to fo gfeafc 
* degree aod for fuch a length of time* 
thrown upon the mind of, 

SIR, 

Your mod obedient Servant, 

/ .RICHARD GARDINER. 

Mount Amelia; June 
4, .1778. 

THQMAS WM» COKE, Efq; : ' 



1 * 
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